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Sunday, 26 th April 2009 9.30am at the Rushton Park Oval, an off icial      
gathering of dignitaries including Wayne Bradshaw ( WAFC), Mayor Paddi 
Creevey and 3 local councillors, Peel Thunder and M andurah Mustangs 
FC officials and also Mal Smith (Peel Football Leag ue) as well as over  
100 players and supporters heard some much anticipa ted news.   
 

Gary Gray the Federal Politician for Brand heralded  a ����� ������ ������������� ������ ������������� ������ ������������� ������ ��������
grant towards a new facility to be constructed on t he existing Rushton 
Park clubhouse site.   
 

Finally the rumours have been laid to rest and year s of hoping, planning, 
designing and fund raising have come to fruition.   
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 Combined funding as follows will see this  project  brought to life:-  
                
         $ 3.5 million   -  Federal Government 
                $ 3.4 million   -  City of Mandurah  ($ 1.4 million via State Govt.) 
                $   .7 million   -  Community Sport  & Recreation Facilities Fund 
                $   .5 million   -  AFL 
 
               MORE   FUNDING   ANNOUNCEMENTS   SOON  
 
Peel Thunder President John Ditchburn said on the phone from        
Melbourne “this would have to be the biggest news i n our Clubs brief history.          
It really adds to what has already been a huge year  for us both on and off the field 
and gives us another boost.  We have put in a lot o f hard work to rebuild the Club 
after the hiccup last year, so this announcement is  very welcome news.  Things are 
lining up well for us now and I believe we can expe ct Peel Thunder to be the next 
major force in the Western Australian Football Leag ue”.  

Gary Gray  (Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Development and Northern Australia – 
Member for Brand) :-  pointed to a joint media statement that had been released from Parliament 
House Canberra 26/04/2009 between himself and Anthony Albanese (Federal Minister for                
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government).  Essentially the $3.5 million 
for Rushton Park had come from the $800 million “Community Infrastructure Program” which was      
designed by the Rudd Labour Government to support jobs and local economies providing ‘stimulus’ 
during the global economic recession by investing in community construction.  Mr Gray said the overall 
project would be managed by “The City of Mandurah” (after all they own the land). 

 
 
Federal Funding will be released once City of Mandurah meets contractual 
requirements with the Government, including construction timetables,       
building approvals, confirmation of all funding, and cost overruns to be met 
by the Council. 
 
 
Gary Gray said he was passionate about Aussie Rules Football and how       
important it is that our unique code was given opportunity to grow and            
develop as it should.  He applauded the virtues of ‘AusKick’ the modified 
rules for Junior competitions and then virtues of the progression of players 
through the various grades.  Gary highlighted the facilitation duty of the likes 
of Mandurah Mustangs and Peel Thunder (being middle tier / middle space) 
on the journey through to the elite AFL level.  Gary also said the pathways in 
Aussie Rules must be many and varied to allow each participant to find their 
own level and contribute in their own way. 
 
 
Mr Gray said Federal Cabinet only approved the funding on Wednesday 
night (22.04.2009) and according to their own policy had to announce the 
grant within a specific time frame; this meant the Sunday morning after         
Anzac Day.  As luck would have it, being a ‘Bye’ weekend for Peel Thunder 
our President John Ditchburn, Russel Clark (CEO) and several members of 
the Board of Directors had paid for themselves to go to Melbourne for the  
Anzac weekend AFL round of matches.  Therefore Dan Kirkwood               

                                         represented the Directors of Peel Thunder and Greg Rundell represented  
                                         Mandurah  Mustangs Football Club. 



Dan Kirkwood  : - Vice President Peel Thunder, said although Peel Thunder hit 
the wall last October / November and received $300k emergency funding from the 
WAFC, the club will still be expected to contribute to the building cost.  Dan     
Kirkwood suggested more innovative thinking was required and ideas like “selling 
Naming Rights” would be further explored along with enhanced function            
capabilities etc.  Peel Thunder has come a long way in its short history from          
fighting year by year to stay in the WAFL competition to now becoming a centre of 
WAFL excellence on and off the field.  Dan also thanked the President and       
officials for their incredible contributions and tenacity in the fight for survival. 

Wayne Bradshaw  : - CEO  Western Australian Football 
Commission said Rushton Park would be redeveloped 
as a ‘social, community and shared sporting group hub’, 
for the fast growing Peel region and congratulated 
stakeholders for securing the funds, he also indicated 
that a strong Aussie Rules Football presence was      
essential for the code in the Peel region and how important it was to bring 
the project together as soon as possible.  Wayne paid tribute to all officials 
involved, without whose efforts we would simply not be here today, and par-
ticularly new Peel Thunder President John Ditchburn and his team who have 
taken huge strides with the club since December last year and complimented 
their working relationship with the City of Mandurah.   

Paddi Creevey  :-  Mandurah Mayor acknowledged councillors Peter 
Kane, Darren Lee and Gary Brown in the crowd and efforts of City of 
Mandurah CEO Mark Newman and the many divisions with in the council 
who had contributed to Sunday’s announcement.  Planning and funding 
ideas have been simmering away for years, but clearly now was the    
perfect time to bring together many elements into one package.  She also 
said that package would be a major step forward for the region and      
become a first class venue for significant sport and social functions.  
Paddi said an “all of Government approach” – that’s Federal, State and 
Local  was not common and brought certain challenges, but a project like 
this was clearly in everybody’s best interest.  The people of the Peel    
Region are going to be the winners. 

Mandurah Mustangs 
officials, Peel Thunder 
Players, Major Paddi 
Creevey & Federal  
Politician Gary Gray 
pose for the camera.    



PT Marketing Manager Paula Barnden assists Federal Politician Gary Gray with a Peel Thunder jumper. 

Mark Newman  : -  CEO City of Mandurah said the Council and the Club had roughly 6 months to plan 
how to manage the transition from old to new, before construction began.  The logistics included        
minimising the potential loss of revenue from bar takings during building, and where to house the         
administration team etc; the list will be extensive. 

Several Members present (in the 
spirit of the ANZAC weekend), were 
keen to see sufficient bricks taken 
from the old clubhouse and cleaned 
then re-used to build a wall of        
remembrance in the new clubhouse 
to commemorate deceased patron 
Dudley Tuckey and Members of the 
Mandurah Sporting and Social Club 
and Peel Thunder FC who worked 
so hard for many years to build the 
Club and support the community.   

CONCLUSION 
 
As part of the aims of the Federal Government’s stimulus package and endeavouring to cause minimum 
disruption to the football calendar, construction is expected to commence as soon as possible after the 
last home game for season 2009. 
 

Further celebrations will be planned when John Ditchburn (President) and Russell Clark (Chief Executive 
Officer)  of Peel Thunder return to WA, this week and the enormity of our success sinks in !  

Left: Major Paddi Creevey and 
Wayne Bradshaw (CEO WAFC) with 
PT Players.  
 
Below L to R: Chelsea from the Bar, 
Chef Gemma and Donna from the 
Bar, supervise proceedings. 



WANTED: Under 11’s and Under 13’s Junior Footballers  
for Mandurah Centrals Junior Football Club - no experience necessary, 

Under 11’s Born between 01 October 1997  -  30 September 1998  
Under 13’s Born between 01 October 1995  -  30 September 1996 

IF born in 01 October 1998 to 31 December 1998 you may be able to play up a year at clubs discretion OR 
 IF born in 01 October 1996 to 31 December 1996 you may be able to play up a year at clubs discretion 

  Skilled coaches great, facilities.   Initial enquiries to David ph. 9534 9111  
 

Peel Thunder supporting community football  

 Player Presentations  
 
Approximately one hour after each home game there is a marvellous tradition of 
Player Award’s presentations. 
 
Senior players assemble in the Clubhouse to hear the “Best and Fairest”          
nominations for that week.  Our country boys often have to leave early to get back 
home, but the sea of players in their Peel Thunder shirts is a sight to see.            
Involvement in ‘Grass Roots Footy’ does not get much better than this.   
 
Individuals / Companies sponsor these awards.  They are presented by the 
Coaches, who also give a rundown of the day’s matches and player involvement.  
The players have their turn on the microphone; young blokes not skilled in public 
speaking, but, talking from the heart.  Now this is priceless !     
 
For the most part we are joined by the opposition Footy teams and they conduct 
their match awards as well.  Win, lose or draw we respect the spirit of the game. 
 
The players are happy to sign the kid’s jumpers and talk to our Members about the 
results of the day.  You can pick the proud Mums, Dads, relies, partners, girlfriends 
and friends in the audience, by the smiles on their faces. 
 
At away games, (being the club we are), many of our Members and most of our 
players will join the opposition teams in their clubhouse to honour the awards       
tradition.  
 
So, come along after the game and lend your support  to a brilliant group of 
dedicated young men and their coaches, officials, runners, water carriers, trainers, 
volunteers, all the people who make this club run and achieve the success that we 
are enjoying today.                                             
 
Please thank our Player Sponsors.   
If you are interested in Sponsoring a Players award please contact:  
 
Paula Barnden, Sponsorship & Marketing Manager,         
pbarnden@peelthunder.com.au,    Ph  0402 799 925. 
 
Colts     League    Reserves  
Bunnings Port Kennedy  Skins    Burley Sekem 
Hogs Breathe Restaurant  Paparazzi Cafe   Peel Finance 
      Adult Shop   Studio 8 Hair & Beauty
      Bounce Down Bistro  Bounce Down  Bistro 
 
Coach’s Awards : West Surf Wear    
Cameron Spragg – Media Tonic 



  PLAYER  PROFILE   
NAME: 

NICK-NAME: 
EMPLOYMENT: 

AGE: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: 

JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB/S: 
 

 WHILE PLAYING JUNIOR FOOTY,  
WHO WAS YOUR IDOL ? 

 
 FAVOURITE POSITION ON GROUND: 

 
 HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AT PEEL 

THUNDER ? 
 

 NAME ONE THING YOU WOULD NOT 
LEAVE HOME WITHOUT:  

 
 FAVOURITE FOOD: 
FAVOURITE MOVIE: 

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY DESTINATION: 
FAVOURITE PET & NAME: 

 
WHAT MOTIVATES YOU TO PLAY  

FOOTY ? 
 

 WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE  COACH ? 
 

 COACH’S FUNNY HABITS ? 
 

 WHAT THE GIRLS WANT TO KNOW  
PARTNER’S NAME / CHILDREN: 

 
 WHAT DOES YOUR PARTNER THINK  

OF YOUR FOOTY ? 
 

 WHAT WOULD BE YOUR PERFECT  
NIGHT OUT ? 

 
 THE KEVIN SHEEDY QUESTION 

IF YOU HAD THE CHANCE TO THANK 
ANYONE FROM YOUR FOOTBALL         

CAREER, WHO WOULD IT BE & WHY ? 
  

 ONE TIP FOR YOUNG PLAYERS ON 
 HOW TO REACH THE TOP IN FOOTY: 

 
OTHER PLAYERS ANNOYING HABITS: 

 
NAME ONE THING THAT’S ANNOYING 

YOU AT THE MOMENT ? 
 

DANIEL HAINES 
STINGER 
Landscaper..Proprietor 
28 
182cm 
84kg 
South Mandurah JFC 
 
Chris Mainwaring & 
John Worsfold 
 
MIDFIELD 
 
Since inception…started at 
age 16 in original colts side. 
 
My wallet and my footy bag. 
Why did I know that !!!!! 
 
SEAFOOD 
BRAVE HEART / OLD SCHOOL 
BROOME 
DOG….”CHARLIE” 
 
Bonding, Mateship and family, 
especially Dad. 
 
GREAT..perfect fit…knowledgeable…passionate. 
 
He’s a coffee junky and a habitual “nut” scratcher. 
 
Partner CHANTEL and two beautiful daughters 
ELLAH nearly 6 and JORJA nearly 3. 
 
CHANTEL has always enjoyed it and is most supportive. 
 
  
Social outings with family, footy mates and a few beers. 
At the local of course. 
 
  
All of my coaches have had an impact on my endeavours 
at this great game. 
 
  
They MUST want to learn, listen and remember….you 
only get back what you put in.     (Well said Stinger) 
 
The biggest head in the business…JOE LAURENDI. 
 
The “LOSS” to Subiaco and having no play on ANZAC DAY. 
 

EDITORIAL  INTRODUCTION 
Our CAPTAIN COURAGEOUS , he 
who leads by example.  Daniel was 
picked up by the Dockers in 2001 
where he stayed for six years.  He 

was able to play only 16 games in this 
period due to an unbelievable run of 
terrible injuries before being delisted.  

This has proved to be a bonus for 
PTFC as you well know.  A most   

consistent and courageous leader  
admired by all and  

feared by the opposition. 
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Away game Peel Thunder Vs. Claremont: 
Saturday 02 May, at 2.15pm 
Claremont Oval (Claremont)  

Saturday, 02 May 2009       

MANDURAH MUSTANGS   
(League,  Reserves & Colts)  Vs.   Armadale  at  
Rushton Park  
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Meat Vouchers 

Single Money Win & Spin 
Double Money Win & Spin 

Consolation Prizes 
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Great ‘Pub Style Meals’ at value 
for money prices; 6pm onward. 
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Master Zachary AUDINO 
(#1132) was not in attendance so 
$1,000 is the prize again this 

Friday. 
Membership application forms available 

from the front bar 

You will never know who you will meet  

COMING EVENTS 


