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Hayden Finally Makes His Mark  
     
Peel Thunderôs Hayden Ballantyne had a sensational season last year kicking 75 goals 
winning the club goal kicking award, took home the Tuckey Medal for Peel Thunderôs 
Best Player and topped it off by winning the Sandover Medal. 
All of these achievements would make most people extremely happy but Hayden wanted 
more and his dream came true when he was selected at pick 21 in the AFL national draft 
 by the Fremantle Dockers. 
After arriving at his new club he underwent corrective surgery on his wrist which saw him 
miss the preseason and almost the first half of the season proper, in fact it was not until 
Round 10 of the WAFL where he finally played his first game in 2009. He kicked 5 goals 
 for Peel Thunder before succumbing to injury in the last quarter, and injury that would  
delay his AFL debut for a further three weeks. 
Finally in Round 13 Hayden travelled to the mighty MCG to take on the equally mighty Collingwood.  It was only his 
second game in nine months and unfortunately it showed  
as his ball handling was not clean and was constantly under pressure from quality 
 defender in Harry OôBrien. 
His team went down by a massive 84 points and Hayden was left scoreless, not exactly the start we all wanted for 
the great little man. 
A week is a long time in footy and on Sunday afternoon Hayden played his first AFL game in his home state 
against Juddôs Yellows aka the Blues and it was the Ballas we all know and loved that ran out on to the ground. 
He chased, he tackled, he lead hard and even before he made any real impact the commentators were comment-
ing on how hard he was working ñthat little man from Mandurahò. 
Freo had come to play and took an early lead and late in the first quarter Hayden received a free kick after a goal 
right in the goal square and although some would say a tad lucky it was actually justice for his great work. 
He kicked it.  Hayden had hit the big time but the best was yet to come as his second quarter was even more im-
pressive, a soccer goal, a long run from outside 50 metres and a long straight kick he had notched a third.  
Throughout the remainder of the game he continued to the hard things that makes him such a special little player 
and was even tagged by Brian Taylor ñLittle Por Porò likening him to Jason Porplyzia who has had such a major 
impact with the Adelaide Crows. 
Although his team finally lost the game Hayden impressed all with the skills, ethic and pace and although we would 
all love to see him don the Peel Thunder jumper again he looks set to make a major impact in the AFL scene. 
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PEEL STARS SHINE FOR W.A.  
 

The WA State 18s have clinched the National Title for the second time in three year 
and Peel Thunder Colts featured heavily in the undefeated march to the final. Peel 
had six representatives inducted in to the West Australian State Academy at the     
beginning of the year. Dean Beswick (Pinjarra), Mitch Brown (Pinjarra), Christopher 
Luff (Halls Head), Rhett Mason (Waroona), Anthony Morabito (Harvey-Brunswick-
Leschenault) and Blayne Wilson (Halls Head) have been ingrained in the State 18s 
program with very successful results. Mitch Brown was unlucky to miss selection in 
any one of the National Carnival matches and has kept his name in front of the AFL 
recruitersô eyes with some best on ground performances with the Peel Colts and is 
close to getting a go at senior selection.  Rhett Mason played two games, impressing 
with his hard running and uncanny ball sense, being particularly damaging up 

 forward. Mason has a touch of X Factor about him. Rugged Dean Beswick shut 
down opposition forwards across half back and provided enormous drive, creating 
plenty of supply for the WA attack. Hard as nails, Beswick is unstoppable.   Chris Luff 
held down Full Back in all five games of the National Carnival, adding some big 
scalps to his belt including John Butcher, touted as a possible top ten in the 2010 
Draft for Country Victoria. Young Luff has even drawn comparisons by some to dual 
Brownlow Medallist Greg ñDieselò Williams.  Right beside Luff in the back pocket, was 
the boy wonder Blayne Wilson. The skinny 17 year old precocious talent surprised 
many; including opposition forwards who would have been asking themselves what is 
he doing here? But Wilson proved more than his worth as he stitched them up with 
some very impressive performances deep down back. The Peel duo proved as tight 
as a drum against the best attacks in the Carnival.  All and sundry were extremely 
taken by the highly talented 

 Anthony Morabito. The Peel League Player cut them up 
through the middle with silky skills and oozed pure class.   
He regularly put opposition to the sword with a long,  

powerful kick that resulted in goals to either the WA  

forwards or when he went the journey himself. Morabito is 
rumoured to go top ten in the draft and appears to be one 
to watch as his career unfolds.   

Both Blayne Wilson and Anthony Morabito added to their Carnival Championship 

 Title by having the very special honour of selection in the All Australian Under 18 
Team bestowed upon them for 2009. A fine and fitting reward that continues in the 
tradition of Peel Players in Australian colours. 

     Friday   Night   is   Club   Night                          
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From 6.30pm 

Meat Vouchers 
Single Money Win & Spin 
Double Money Win & Spin 

Consolation Prizes 
 
 

Bounce Down Bistro  
Great óPub Style Mealsô at value 
for money prices; 6pm onward. 

Membership Draw  
       Between 6pm and 8pm 
As a member you're  in  it.   

But, you have to be at the Club 
when your number comes up,  

to  win  it   ! 
 

Geoff WHEELER  was not in 
attendance so $1,000 is the 

prize again this Friday.  
 

Membership application forms 
available from the front bar or Office 

You never know who you might meet  


